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By Asthur Mocy Cox- Vi
N TWO WEEKS the NATO will dec:

3 whether to deploy 464 ground-launched cruise missiles | . giom and Italy. The NATO decision will also include &]
in Europe which have sufficient range to destroy targets| :yet unspecified, but * directly" linked, proposal to the
27 ths Sovist Union. This proposal is ill-conceived — nob|  * Soviets to negatiate a reduction of medium-rangs nucleaz
“Tacause Soviet President Brezhney and Forsign Minister | .weapous in Europs and Western Russia. .- L
romyko.oppose ity but. because it may mark the 2nd of T
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- *Ground-launched cruise missiles cannot be monitored by’ _missiles, each, with thre¢ warheads and about 90 super-| -
. ~itelligence. If they are deployed, verification of a SALT| -gomic Baclcfire bombers. Neither of these weapons is con-

the possibility of accidental nuclear war. The
- ~puclear weapon package for NATO is directly tied fothe | ;2000 v | _weapo!
“SALT II treaty, but it abandons.an essential principle of |  the Soviets have been modernizing their medium-rangs

“SALT even befors the treaty ig.rea ified by the Senate,| :Weapons by deploying -about 100 raobile SS20 ballistic
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L e ‘ Taunched crivise missiles with a range of more than 1,000}
‘alliance: will decide! miles each to be located in West Germany, Britain, Bel-

g .o” g
 The ,jusﬁﬁmhon:fbf’%ﬂé'ﬂéﬁ NATO weapons js that,

={]1 agreement will be virtually irmpossible. Bl o ; ti'OUEd by SALT 11, though Brezhmev in a letter to Carter -

et etood that neither the Unitel]| -hasmade 2 comarieaty v lirit the deployment of the
% States nor the Soviet Union would risk arms controlag=| Backfira to 30 a year with no refueling capacity. . ey
“ yeernents based on trust. During the seven years of com- , A o L R

" Perhays the most controvers
» from this standpomt, was. the

» nea-launched cruise missiles.

" on June 18. These guidelines call for resolution of thejse| ..
: sues included in the protocol in.the- context. of “signifi-| . the genie backinthebottle, .%7 .. = ut .t
 substantial reductions in the number of strates| = U.S. proponents of the cruise missile deployment deci«
nsive arms, including restrictions on the develop={ - sion come from opposing carps, making for strange bed~

vment, tésting and deployment. of new typea of strategic| - fellows indeed. The opponents of arms control and thei
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" Attach ‘ FIne
_ples and Basic Guidelines for Subsequent Negptiat_xons”'
“which Presidents Carter and’ Brezhnav signed in-Vienns

“U#Ant an

-#eic offer

“Hlex megotiation of SALT I both sides made compro~| “lyg o Unitad
iir’mses fg O e verification because they knew thatno| ¢ 1650s. The United States has forward-based systems ca-|
‘“treaty was possible without insurance against cheating.|

2. The control of thess weapons was s0 difficult, in fact,| . end France have their own independent nuclear forces
*shat the SALT II treaty mersly postpones a final deci-
“*gion. The protocol to:the i LG
ASALT 1L treaty ~provides
tthat “gach party undertakes
.inot to deploy cruise missiles-. -
“t capable of a range in excess.
" of 600 kilometars [360 miles} -
:on sea-based Jaunchers or on
Yand-based launchers.” The -
60-mile range limit i8 lim=x
portant- -hecause* weagon
basedrin Eurcpe could.not<
* reach the Soviet Union ab that distance. Thie prt
; irétg:lgral part of the treaty, remains in forcs until Dec.3Ly| |- telligence: technology. has:amazing capabilities,. but it

s e i B o SRR

o to the SALT I tr

" Both sides have had medium-range systems sinco the|

_?‘%qabl{;eeé)f.re%ching theggpviet. Um;%?, including. homltfexs '
e - ~ s “located in. Britain an on aircraft carriers, as well as) .
fal m“ﬁtgg ggggg%ﬁ ' Poseidon” submarines,” carrying almost 500 warheads,| - -

Il Sy  whichi are assigned to the NATO command. Both Britain]

’ ‘capable ‘of hitting Soviet citles. The medium-ratigs nu-
“cleer. forces have been essentially balanced. for yearsd]

‘However, since the Soviet weapons ‘are more modern it is
clairiied that they must be matched by NATQ, = - 3
: It might make gense 1o plan the deployment of the
“Pershing II, which is a ballistic missile with characteris-
ties Somewhat similar to the $520. It might make sense,
also to build a new boraber a3 advanced as the Backfire.
. But it makes no sense at all to plan to deploy.the ground-
i-Jaunched cruise missile, -\~ B L A S S
" These weapons are so'small, about 18 feet long and two
. feet wids, that they can be easily hidden, easily moved
"'and easily Jaunched from mobile launchers. Modem in=
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R AT Y r S . cannot provide adequate information on the location and
eaty ara the ‘agreed “Pf-m

numbers of ground--and. sea-launched cruise missiles,
- Adequate verification would be impossible. Tha deploy~
- ment of ground- and aea-launched cruise missiles would
. provoks an unrestrained arms race with no way to pub

-+ offensive arms and on modernization of existing strategic| | SALT II treaty see the decision as a possible means tor

i offensive
_“Both sides

e e NAT fo 153 doployment of
rOpo: or the. deployment: of
‘2198:;29.@@:;;@@“5.%%&1@,&»%
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But the

arms.” The intent of this language is clear. " Xill the SALT' process. They are not concerned about]
hav&a i toc.‘it. emt&pg fom,r@therth_an. . .. T . PR i e e PShranet g - »
ditional weapons. F e s, e A% .
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